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Primary Education Curriculum - 2012
English (First Language)
Preamble

A separate syllabus for English as First language is being drafted for the first time. The syllabus
for English as the first language has been prepared in accordance with the guidance, values, core
elements and life skills outlined in National Curriculum Framework 2005, Right to Education 2009 and
related documents.

In English Medium Schools, the language of instruction is of course, English. Children studying
in such schools speak other languages at home and in their surrounding. English is not their mother
tongue or home language. Thisredlity hasto be kept in view while framing the curriculum, designing
the syllabus, writing the teaching materids, ddlivering these materiadsin the classroom and eva uating the
performance of learner's home language as abarrier than as aboon. The present curriculum development
committee is of the opinion that it is essentia to treat their ‘home language' as a rich resources of
language learning if necessary, with their parent's help.

Against this background, teachers, parents and school managements are expected to encourage
children to use as much English as possible in the classroom and in their everyday activities. We need
to keep in mind that the transition from their 'home language' to English will happen gradualy. Use of
home language / mother tongue should be allowed in the classroom in the initia period.

Children's home language / mother tongue needs to be handled with love and dignity. Therefore,
at the primary level and especidly in English Medium Schoals, it isessentid to accommodate billingual /
multilingua activitiesand projects.

A) Salient features of the syllabus :

e The Syllabusis child centred and child friendly :
The syllabus focuses on the learning achievements of the child rather, than on internally imposed
content and standards of performance.

e The Syllabus is activity oriented and skill based :
The syllabus encourages children to learn on their own through actively participating in these
activities for the acquisition of these skills. The learner is expected to learn to use English. The
focusis on enabling the child to use English in red-life Situations.

e The Syllabus recommends an eclectic approach :
Teachers can use different types of effective methods and techniques based on the following
criteria
(& They should motivate children to learn and should engage them in learning activity.
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(b) Thetechniquesand learning items should have ahigh functiond valuein the child’slifeinside
and outside the classroom.

() Thetechniques and learning items should be useful to children in their current and future
sudies.

e A holistic approach : The syllabus is designed to ensure a co-ordinated development of all
language skills and all round development of the child’'s personality. It also seeksto link the
teaching/learning of English with that of other subjects.

e Thesyllabus provides ample scope for self-learning and learning to learn : The syllabus
attempts to minimize learner's dependence on their teachers and increase their autonomy. The
activities and tasks suggested in the syllabus aim at achieving this objective.

e The syllabusis need-based and age-appropriate : That iswhy it presents series of graded
activitiesfrom class| to VIII.

e The revised syllabus encourages innovation.
The revised syllabus deliberately provides ample opportunitiesto text book writers, teachers as
well aslearnersto generate novel ideasto help them to construct knowledge of the surrounding
world and natural phenomena. However, the inventory of tasks given under the heading “ Innovetion/
Extension” is neither exhaustive non restrictive. Textbook writers and teachers may supplement
or alter the ideas and tasks.

The syllabus makes an effort to encourage the use of information technology wherever

necessary and possible. This attempt to integrate information technology with the teaching and
learning of English will equip the learnersto be able to face future challenges.

B) Some important considerations :
» Theteaching of Grammar :

Children internalise the rules of language as they get first hand exposure to English through
aseries of activities graded according to their age and linguistic competence. Therefore, grammar isnot,
to be taught separately in lower primary classes, and the teaching of technical terms, definitions and
grammatical explanation are to be avoided.

At the upper primary level too grammar should not be taught as an end in itself.

Grammatical explanations should aim only at helping children to use language in a better and
systematic manner. Linguistic explanations should also cover matters of usage (idiomatic use of English).
They should also enable the children to appreciate creative use of language.
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» Use of mother tongue :

Textbook writers and teachers can find many innovative ways of exploiting the students
knowledge of their mother tongue and their linguistic environment in general to strengthen and enrich
their learning of English. However, rote learning of meanings and mechanica trandation exercises must
be discouraged.

At the upper primary level, trandation can be used to enhance the students' literary abilities
and study skills. Trandation activities can be usefully linked with other subjects of studly.

» Pronunciation :
The syllabus does not recommend a strictly British or American model of pronunciation,
What weaim at is an 'educated Indian' variety of spoken English. In other words, our aim isto cultivate
national intelligibility, confidence, appropriateness and a reasonable speed in children’s speech. Siress
and intonation are important features of speech and children should certainly be made aware of these
but they need not be taught to the detriment of learning other aspects of the English language.
» ErrorsTolerance
Children are likely to make mistakes while learning. Too much emphasis on error correction
can dampen their enthusiasm and confidence. Teachers are advised not to single out children's errors,
especialy those in their speech. The focusin the early years should be on fluency, appropriate use of
language and confidence building.

»  Continuous comprehensive evaluation (C.C.E.)

The learner’s performance will be assessed continuoudly over ayear. Secondly, evaluation
will be done comprehensively and holistically. In other words, the faciliator will record in learner’s
profile items such as continuous participation, quality of performance, respect for others opinions,
creative thinking and so on.
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English (First Language)
Genera Objectives
Standard - | to VIII

Skill : Listening
To enable learners to...
1. listen to the sounds, rhythm and other features of spoken English.

2. listen s0 as to be aware of the differences and similarities between mother
tongue and English,

listen to respond appropriately,

listen attentively for an increasingly longer period,

listen to get the central idea,

listen to find specific information,

listen to understand the attitude and intention of the speaker,
listen to enrich the vocabulary,
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listen so as to learn acceptable usage,

10. listen attentively in face to face situations as well as to electronic and other
media,

11. listen so as to develop the other skills of language,

12. adopt alistening strategy that suits the type and content of spoken matter, and

13. listen to native varieties (British, American, Australian, etc.) of English for ear
training.
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English (First Language)
General Objectives
Standard - | to VIII

Skill : Speaking

To enable learners to...

speak with proper stress, intonation, rhythm, pace and pauses,
speak intelligibly,

speak confidently, accurately and fluently,

speak according to the occasion,

speak appropriately keeping in mind relationship with the listener,
use vocabulary appropriate to the topic,

speak using features of spoken English,

use spoken English in day-to-day situations,
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speak in face-to-face situations,

=
o

speak to get things done, to comment on people, events and incidents, and
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=

. speak to express opinions, gratitude, likes and dislikes, agreement and
disagreement, etc.
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English (First Language)
Genera Objectives

Standard - | to VIII

Skill : Reading
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To enable learners to...

read various types of texts,

read to be aware of different types of formats of writing,
adopt different techniques and strategies as per types of texts,
read aloud fluently in chorus and in groups,

read aloud individually and independently,

read with increasing eye-span so as to increase reading speed,
read aloud to improve pronunciation, stress, rhythm and intonation,
read for pleasure and information,

read intensively and extensively,

read between and beyond the lines,

. acquire new vocabulary and enrich their grammar,

read silently and fluently,

comprehend, store, retrieve and use ideas, registers (topic specific vocabulary)
and styles, and

develop their own cognitive, emotional and intellectual domains.
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English (First Language)
General Objectives

Standard - | to VIII

Skill : Writing

o 0 D P

To enable learners to...

develop proper writing habits,

write neatly and legibly,

write fluently, appropriately and accurately,
write cohesively and coherently,

vary their writing style according to the purpose of writing and the intended
reader,

6. write with and without support,

7. write using various types and formats of composition,

10.

write keeping in mind the distinction between rules of grammar and rules of
use (grammaticality and acceptability),

develop study skills (note-making, note-taking, summarizing, information
transfer, etc.), and

write in forma and informa manner.
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Sample Questions for Continuos and Comprehensive Evauation (CCE)
Listening Skills
Sd.: | & Il

For Evaluation : Teachers may pick and choose exercises and activities from
the list given below to devise tools of formative and summative
evaluation in consonance with the spirit of RTE 2009. This list
IS neither restrictive nor exhaustive.

Listen and enjoy rhymes and songs on an audio / video - CD.

Listen and do / act / classify and enact.

Listen, repeat and learn.

Listen and sing (whole class, group, individual).

Listen and read (whole class, group, individual).

Listen and note the stress, intonation, contracted forms and question tags.
Listen, note and repeat stress and intonation accordingly.

Listen to instructions and follow them (one word, phrase or sentence).
Listen to a chain of instructions / announcements and act / do accordingly.
Listen to requests and respond accordingly.

Listen, identify and name the picture / object shown.

Listen, identify and name the picture / object shown and describe it in one
sentence.

13. Listen and participate in language games in groups, as a whole class or
individualy.

14. Listen and write down dictated words, phrases and sentences.

15. Listen and guess the contextual meanings of words, phrases and sentences.

16. Listen and guess the emotions and feelings of the speaker.

17. Listen and understand the gist of apoem/ story / event / speech / commentaries
| specific information / dialogues and conversations.

18. Listen and narrate stories, speeches with expressions and feelings.
19. Listen carefully, read and answer questions.
20. Listen read and arrange words / in proper sequence.

© o NS O~ DR

e
N = O

21. Listen to narrations, fables and descriptions.
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10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Listening skills
Sd. 1LV &V

Listen to others and respond accordingly in a dialogue or conversation.

Listen to English spoken on radio, TV, C.D. etc. and answer simple questions.
Listen to new words and phrases and use them in sentences and in day to
day conversations.

Listen and respond to a chain of instructions, commands, requests,
announcements and speeches.

Listen and arrange the sequence of events in a story or skit in proper order.
Listen and take dictation of words, phrases, sentences and paragraphs.
Listen and follow presentations made by different people.

Listen and understand the various ways of speaking by the same individual.
Listen and complete sentences, paragraphs and stories appropriately.
Listen to jokes and riddles and solve them.

Listen and make a list of sounds heard in different public places .

Listen, read, find and tell the answers and learn them.

Listen and participate in a question hour, right question, wrong answe.
Return a question with a question.

Listen carefully. Be a good listener. Be a good speaker.

Listen pages from any diary (Specia Days)

Listen to daily news given by others.

Listen to identify repeated sounds.

Listen and say whether the given statements agree with the passage or not.
Listen to short announcements, instructions, dialogues.

Listen attentively to note characteristics of spoken English.
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10.
1.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

Listening skills
Sandard VI, VII & VIII

Listen, repeat, recite or sing poems.

Listen and answer questions in a few words, phrases and sentences.
Listen and solve riddles.

Listen to group discussions and voice your opinions.

Listen to how a programme is being compered.

Listen and arrange words, phrases, sentences, stories, events, etc. in proper
seguence.

Listen to a passage, poem or story and frame 'Wh' questions.
Listen and learn new, unfamiliar words.

Listen to a telephone conversation and understand its gist.

Listen to a Chat Show on T. V. or Radio and express your views.

Listen to jingles and advertisements on radio and TV and frame your own
version of it.

Listen and respond to various instructions.

Listen and identify non-sensical words, confusing words, similar sounding
words in the poem.

Listen to a story, change its ending and narrate it.
Listen to an audio clip and identify the characters.
Listen to abbreviations and give their full forms.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

© © N o U A~ w DB

Speaking skills
Sd. ;1 & I

Recite poems.

Narrate stories.

Describe given pictures through words, phrases, sentences and paragraphs.
Identify name and classify what is asked.

Look and say one sentence about a given picture.

Listen to and repeat tongue twisters as fast as you can.

Find the rhyming words and say.

Look and say letters, words and phrases.

Say what each one is doing in the picture

Try this and tell others to do.

Find and repeat letters hidden in the pictures.

Look at a picture and talk.

Make use of greetings, expressions according to the situation.

Name some things you see in the house / school/ surroundings, etc.
Name the days of the week, months of the year, seasons and colours and
shapes.

Name the different kinds of birds, animals, insects, trees, fruits, flowers,
vegetables, etc.

Conduct a role play activity and ask the students to say a few sentences on
any given character.

Spot the animal / fruit / flower / bird / tree / vegetable / insect whose name
begins or ends with a particular |etter.

Close the book and say what you saw.
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10.
1.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

o oM 0D PE

Speaking skills
Sd. : 11l toV

Suggest suitable titles for poems, stories, passages.
Share some proverbs / sayings you know.

Answer the following questions orally.

Present a part of a monologue / dialogue / story.
Find and tell.

Give one word for many words, many words for one word, opposites,
similar sounding words and words that go in pairs.

Answer questions based on a yearly calendar, time table, maps, charts,
pictures.

Say whether the statements are true or false, who said to whom, give reasons.
Find words hidden in the given words.
Name and point-out the parts of your body / tree / house.

Look at the pictures and say what we do to keep our body, house, school
and surroundings clean.

Say one or two sentences about the fruit / flower / animal / friend / family
member / game / vehicle you like best.

Say how you help your family members at home.

Say what you do when you fed thirsty, hungry, tired, happy, sad, sick, hot,
cold, etc.

Change the last words of each line and say the poem.
Change the ending of the story and narrate it.

Arrange the following from shortest to longest / smallest to biggest, youngest
to oldest and say.

Say 5 naming words, doing words and describing words.
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19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
206.
27.

28.

29.

30.
31.

32.

33.

35.
36.

37.
38.

Name the odd man out.

Add new words to the list given and say.

Draw a picture and describe it.

Say a similar sounding word for a given word.

Spot and say which of the things don't belong there.
Listen and answer the question asked.

Use your own words to complete the sentence and say.

Spot and say what is wrong in the picture.

Talk about some good things you have done / an event or incident you have
witnessed.

Say a few sentences about your class picnic / shopping / birth day party /
annual sport day / any competition.

Say a few sentences about your visit to your grand parent's house / native
place / circus / zoo / park.

Look and say what your family members are doing in the picture.

Say the ordinals from 1-10 in proper order and name the animals standing
at that position.

Enact the dialogue between two people, e.g. two friends, mother and child,
teacher and student, shopkeeper and customer, etc.

Give commands and make requests and also appropriate responses.
Give an appropriate word that goes with a given word.
Give contracted forms for given words.

Say the names of ten things along with the name of the person to whom they
belong, e.g. Daddy's shoes.

Look at the pictures and complete the sentences orally.

Say the names of things that finish up quickly, that last long, that we get in
ready made shops, that we make at home, you have made at home or you
can make.
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46.

Answer riddles and puzzles.

Name some places where you have to buy tickets.

Give one word for many words, for opposites,

Put in proper sequence and narrate the stories, events and processes.
Give one and many forms of given words.

Name the young one, shelter, cries of given animals.

Give a small speech on a given topic.

Frame questions.
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Speaking skills
Sd. : VI to VIII

Discuss qualities of your friend / relative.

Speak on a given topic

Recite a poem with proper intonation.

Narrate a story, describe events orally.

Enact a skit / play.

Say whether the following statements are right or wrong.
Explain phrases or sentences.

Prepare a speech and defend your side.

Use words / phrases / idioms and proverbs while speaking.
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Reading skills
Sd.: 1 toV

Read words, phrases, sentences, dialogues and passages with understanding.
Read aloud words, sentences and passages clearly and accurately.

Read aloud poems with proper pronunciation, rhythm and pace.

Read aloud conversation with voice modulation.

Read aloud given material with proper pronunciation, stress, intonation and
audible voice.

Read and find information from a passage.
Find meanings from a good dictionary.
Read and match.

Read and complete the sentences.
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Reading skills
Sd. : VI to VIII

Find rhyming words from a poem.

Read aloud words, phrases, sentences and passages / poem.
Read and explain as per instructions.

Match the items and their descriptions / words and their meanings.
Read and classify.

Read carefully and give reasons.

Read and find events from the story.

Read given speeches.

Read poems aloud.

Find the meaning of words with the help of a good dictionary.
Read the passage carefully and frame five questions on it.
Underline the subject and predicate (as per instructions)

Read and predict.
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Writing skills
Sd.:1toV

Copy / write letters of the alphabet in print script.

Copy / write words, phrases and sentences correctly.
Rearrange words in aphabetical order.

Take dictation of words and sentences.

Write a short and simple composition by using proper punctuation marks.
Write words related to a given word / picture.

Develop a paragraph with the help of points.

Write a paragraph on a given picture.

Write a continuous and meaningful passage independently.
Write an imaginary story.

Describe a process.

Write informal etter.

Trandate a text from an Indian Language into English and vice versa
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Writing skills
Sd. : VI to VIII

Write to others about something nice that your friend did for you.
List five things you could do for your friend.

Write whether the following statements are true or false.
Punctuate the following sentences properly.

Complete the following sentences.

Write about an occasion and experience.

Frame questions on a passage.

Write short notes.

Collect more riddles and tongue twisters.

Write different articles for class magazine.

Describe different things.

Frame your own sentences using given words and phrases.
Write historical information.

Write about imaginany events.

Copy the verses in beautiful hand writing.

Write a story in short.

. Write synonyms and antonyms.

Write short poetic descriptions.
Write advertisements, slogans, jingles, news, €etc.

Write a short autobiography of a given object, bird, animal, etc.

. Write a dialogue / conversation.
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23.
24.
25.
26.
27,

Write a recipe / process.

Write a monologue.

Trandate the given content into your mother tongue.
Write a formal letter / informal letter.

Write various charts.

Write a summary.
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